Student’s Volunteer Band

HE Volunteer Band is the local organization of the Student Volunteer Move-
ment, and is composed of those students who have determined to give their
lives to the service of God in foreign lands.  The only condition of mem-

bership is the signing of the Volunteer pledge. This is a declaration of the
signer’s willingness and intention of going as a missionary to foreign lands, and
a belief that God has called him to that work. ~

At present there are twenty-six members. Weekly meetings are held for the
purpose of aiding its members in making special preparation for their life work.
These meetings help to deepen the conviction, strengthen the purpose and make
more real the prayer life of each individual member of the Band.

The Band was organized in the spring of 1887 by a representative of the
Student Volunteer Movement, but no real work was done until 1890. In Feb-
ruary, 1891, the First International Convention of the Student Volunteer Move-
ment was held in Cleveland.  Several Denison students attended, and part of
these volunteered. = From that time to the present the Band has held a place in
the Christian activities of the College.  Its purpose has always been to help pre-
pare its members for service as missionaries, and to increase missionary interest
at home. The Volunteer Band is one of the most important organizations in
college life, and no Christian student has a right to decide the question of his life
work until the claims of the mission field have been carefully and prayerfully
considered.
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