The Woodward Higll School of todny is the ()utgrowll) of a glori()us Iiislory.
It is an old institution and its dcvclopmﬂnt‘ ll\rougll the years has been marked
I)y four distinct architectural c]mngcs. The first Woodward ])ui!ding. (‘.onu)](:lcd
in October, 1851, was a modest two-story brick edifice with two rooms on each
floor. It was very |)[nin and unpretentious, without any parlicuinr architectural
design. It had a belfry which contained a bell, now one of our priceless treasures
from the past. The honor of ringing this bell is reserved for the oldest grmluulv
present at the Founder’'s Day program each vear. In 1841, ten years later, a third
story was added, in which were laboratories and class rooms. An attic room
was used })y the ])oys for their ([el')ating society. For the first time, girls were

admitted to the school, and ilmy occupie(l a separate room.

For fourteen years this l)uil(ling stood—a monument to education. Then, in
1855, a new building south and west of the old school was begun. This new
school was the first to be built under the auspices of the Union Board of I'i(_f}l
Schools. The new Woodward was as beautiful and artistic in (Icsign as the
old had been plain. The old building was ordered demolished when the new
was completed and was torn down during the Christmas ]mlidays of 1855. The
new l.)uilding had four entrances, spacious halls, and eighl rooms. ©he north
and south halls on the second floor were used as a ]i])rary and ]a])orntory respec-
[i\'e]y. On the third Hoor was the Asseml)]y Hall. Some time later a lllr(‘(e—sl()ry.
one-room (lcep addition was built on the soulh, mul(ing [ifteen rooms in addition
to the halls. About 1890, a gymnasium in the form of a separate building was

il(](.[('(l.

For more than [ifty years this beautiful building of 1855 cont’nued its service
and uselulness. Then came another Woodward—the Woodward we know and
love. It was the building of 1910, much greater than any other. The corer-
stone was laid in November, 1908, and President-elect William Howard Talt.
‘74, was the |)ri|u‘ipﬂ] spcal((‘r on that memorable occasion. On the lwcnly--l'uurlll
of October, 1910, this building was solemnly dedicated to its sacred mission.
Exercises were held and an “All Woodward™ program was written and presented
by graduates and students. For thirty-five years this building has stood, a new
Woodward in form, but still the Old Woodward in tradition.

The only physical change of recent years has been the removal of Woodward's
beautiful iron fence. During the early years of the present war, when the need
for iron was very great, Woodward donated its fence to the war effort. This was

done willingly but sorrowlully—a necessary sacrilfice.

We, the gra(luating class of nineteen hundred and rorly-rive. know and love
the Woodward of today. We have been the recipients of all she had to offer.
We are gratelul that it has been our good fortune to secure a part of our education
in a school so steeped in sacred tradition. May we ever be worthy of our beloved

ﬂl]]'l{l mater.
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