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2L difficult J-tiirdCe\
to Overcome

Ei J nglish as a second language
(ESL) for those who either live in the
United States permanently or have
come for another reason can be quite
a difficult hurdle to overcome. We,
as Americans, tend to take for granted
that English is a

challenging lan-
guage and need to be
more sensitive to the
determination of the
students surrounded
by this mono-

luinguistic society.
“It is difficult for (he
students because the
school atmosphere
heightens the problem ofthe language
barrier. The students often feel iso-
lated and secluded. They have so

much to offer. We, as a school and a

community, need to tap into such an

unused resource that we have in our

foreign students,” said Shirley
Bohmer, director of the ESL pro-
gram.

The ESL program originated 13

years ago to aid international stu-

dents who are not proficient in En-

glish learn the language and adjust to

the American culture. They are taught
the basics of the language in a very
structured atmosphere. Theyeventu-
ally graduate to American novels by

Steinbeck and Hemmingway to ma:

ter the language and learn about tl
culture indepth. The students ai

self-motivated and know that the
must learn English in order to fun
tion with in the American society.

The students represented vario

countries through out the world sue

as Japan, Taiwan, Turkey, German
Spain, France, Nig
ria, and Brazil. Are
were exchange st

dents, but the majc
ity live in Ohio wi

their parents as a r

suit of the recent i
flux of foreign ow

ership of Americi
companies. Thi
were a close kr

group and used the English class
socialize and as a place of securil
They also attended regular class
which could be very frustrating. “I

like an American attending a Jap
nese history class in Japanese I

them every day,” comment
Bohmer.

The international students gain
a new look at life and the world fre
their experience in America and

Sycamore. They grew in their abi
ties and their confidence. We t

could learn from their experienc
here and in their home country,
broaden our own knowledge of I

larger world around us.
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"It (English) is difficult

for the students because

the school atmosphere
heightens the problem of

the language barrier..."
-Shirley Bohmer
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