Habitat For Humanity

A new volunteer program was initiated
at the High School this year. Students went
downtown to Price Hill to help an organiza-
tion called Habitat for Humanity Inter-
national. Habitat is a Christian, nonprofit
organization dedicated to providing de-
cent, affordable housing for the poor. Hab-
itat houses were built, or renovated, using
as much volunteer labor and donated ma-
terials as possible. Then they were sold for
$25,000 to $30,000 which was the cost to
build it. The new homeowners bought the
house with a no-interest, 20-year mort-
gage. Payments from these homeowners
go directly into a fund for more housing.

A nondenominational ministry, Habitat
accepts no government money and fund-
ing comes from individuals, churches, cor-
porations, foundations and other organiza-
tions that want to help the needy. Cincin-
nati Habitat consists of teachers, ministers,
engineers, and high school students work-
ing together to help poor families get a
fresh start.

In Habitat for Humanity, building re-
lationships and communties was as impor-
tant as building homes. Each project
attempted to transcend the boundaries of
culture, status, and race through the shar-
ing of a common goal. By working together

as partners, the affluent and the poor be-
came aware of their common heritage.

Afteralong day of hard work at the work
sight some students commented, “I'm tired
and dirty and cold! This was so much
FUN!” replied junior Christian Bennett.

“Never have I spent a more frustrating
day. I had a load of fun, and I will return! I
hope this program is a big success,” com-
mented junior Christopher George.

All the students felt great after helping
others during the winter season when the
poor need it the most. Many students
agreed they would like to come back again
sometime soon.

Mr. Klasmeier believes that the volunteer
program this year was a great success. “It
was fun to share with each other and be a
part of their organization.”

Mrs. Alley believed, “It’s a great start for
a terrific idea. I've really enjoyed the en-
thusiasm of the students that have gone.”

Since so many students volunteered to
be a part of this program, the Board of Edu-
cation has agreed to continue this program

- for next year. The Board is even consider-

ing to hold an independent study class that
would allow the student to obtain class
credit.

by Beth Kirlin

Could Adam Rothwell turn out to be a professional

carpenter?
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Freshmen 97

William Stone
Lynne Stopford
Lisa Stuepfert
Marc Sudman
Haritha Sunkara
Latisha Sutton
Robert Taylor

Richard Teubner
Angel Theuring

Todd Thomas

William Thomas

Laura Thornell
Stephen Throckmorton
Matt Tomaszewski

Reeta Tyagi
Anthony Urlage
Anthony Vamvas
Heather Van Epps
Trevor Vickey

Eric Vollrath

David Volz

Stephanie Walker
Joel Wasson
Melissa Webb

Brian Weiner

Jamie Welch

Kristie Wendelberger
Mark Weng
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