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Just a routine shuttle take-off turned into what no one
expected to be a day of tragedy. Seven astronauts were
taken down with The Columbia after it's sudden
explosion 40 miles above Earth. The victims were
commander Rick Husband; pilot William McCool;
payload commander Michael Anderson; mission
specialists David Brown, Laurel Clark and Kalpana
Chawla; and Israel’s first astronaut, [lan Ramon. Ironically,
this tragedy was one week after the 17th anniversary of
the crash of the space shuttle Challenger. Just before the
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