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For the bhenefit of our Fresh Painters’ audiences—and the busi-
ness department is praying fervently that there will be audiences
—let it be understood here and now that *G’wan n’ Kiss Her!”
is supposed to be a satire. A salire is a good-natured laugh at
something. This particular satire comes in very handy, because a
good-natured laugh is always to be desired. especially among a
musical comedy cast that hasn’t laughed for weeks.

We hope that our audiences will read this piece before the start
of the performances and learn that “G'wan ‘n’ Kiss Her!” is a
satire, because the first act may be a little vague without that
knowledge, and the second act will he downright unintelligible.
As a matter of fact. no one in the house need feel too badly ahout
not locating the satire. The author himself is still Jooking for it.

We really did have the best of intentions to take a page from
collegiate musical comedy and present it on the Shubert stage this

week. Much of the situation, if any, in
“G'wan 'n’ Kiss Her!™ is actual, and the

ers always make it a point to present something distinctly
different.

When the hero finds that his role in the show calls for more—
ah-experience than he can muster, he is thrown into consterna-
tion. (See end of first scene for particulars.) But love for the girl
forces him to conceal the truth—the awful truth, we meant to say
—and he wins her affection under false pretenses. The cad!

Of course, murder will out every time—the Fresh Painters will
be out next Saturday—and all the rah-rah lads and lassies dis-
cover that the hero really isn’t what he's cracked up to be. This is
a terrible shock to them all-—provided Mr. Froome has been able
to drill the cue into the chorus—and when it looks like the leading
lady is going to find out, a plot is hatched to force our hero to
forget his bashfulness and to play the part of a Beau Brummel. :
Incidentally, that plot idea was a life-saver.

Fortunately, Gertie from Kansas i
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problems which the characters of our
show must face are likewise the proh-
lems in regular production. Our only
regret is that the story could not have
heen written after “G’wan 'n’ Kiss Her!”
was produced—we've lots of new ideas
now.

One of the difficulties in being the
author of a musical comedy is recogniz-
ing it as the thing you wrote after
you've written it. After a few weeks of
rehearsing, during which time every-
thing but the title is changed, the result
is appalling. For instance—that bhusi-
ness of satire. We are seriously consid-
ering the offer of a reward for its re-
turn, dead or alive.

The idea of the hero’s coming from
Kansas to an exclusive college, Hira
Hall, in the cultural East, is about as
novel as the Ohio River and slightly
more exhilarating than the Congres-
sional Record—but this is a season of
depression, anyway, so we gel away
with it. Furthermore, we admit that we
have never been any closer to Kansas
than Indianapolis, Ind., and all that we
know about Eastern colleges has been
learned from dear friends who return
from “Ha-vard” during the Christmas
vacalions and high-hat us on the street.

The leading man, having arrived at
Hira Hall, wins a place in the musical
comedy, which is the important activity
on the campus, and falls love with
the leading lady. This differs radically
from any other plot we have ever read,
in that all the others had the leading
man win a place on the foothall team
or on the track squad. The Fresh Paint-

drops in just in time—(author’s note:
author’s license; dramatic critic’s note:
if authors were required to have a li-
cense, where would voun be?) and she
tells everybody what a wow the leading
man was back in Kansas. You can im-
agine how embarrassing this is to the
leading man, especially when the lead-
ing lady comes in at the first act cur-
tain and sees him in Gertie's arms. The
curtain 1s coming down so fast that
there isn't time to explain, giving us a
climax for the first act.

The plot of the second act, for those
who don’t intend to stick it out, con-
cerns the misunderstanding between the
boy and the girl and its effect upon the
Hira Hall musical comedy. For a while
it doesn’t look very encouraging at all,
but love will find a way, and around
11:00 o'clock the cast becomes tired
and patches up its difficulties. The au-
thor must remain until 12:00 1o patch
up his.

Last year many of our well-wishers
sngzested that we take the produetion
on tour, preferably just before opening
night in Cinecinnati. We were unabhle to
do so at the time, but expect to leave
town immediately after the final per-
formance on Saturday evening. The Cin-
cinmati  Chamber of Commerce is
anxious for us to advertise Pittsburgh.

Apologetically,

Bill Leach.
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