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To a smaller room, per-
haps ten by twelve feet in
size, alsoin the second story
of one of the buildings of
the pottery, two ladies, not
of the Pottery Club, daily
take their way through the
dusty floors; piled high with
partially dried ‘¢ biscuit”
and glazed wares. Tor
them the hours of day-
light are too few and short.
From this dim and unat-
tractive little nook comes
a succession of creations
unique in - character and
beauty.  The"™ vase of
‘“ green” clay, brought up
from the hands of the
thrower below, is submit-
ted to the artistic fingers
of Mrs. William Dodd and
Mrs. Maria L. Nichols, who practice every
style of work on ‘‘ green” and ‘‘ biscuit”
ware, from incised design as delicate as
the spider’s web, to Cincinnati faience,
and relief-work in clay so bold that one is
tempted to reach forth her hand and take
the bird from the bough.

A piece of Mrs. Dodd’s (Fig. 1) is a vase
thirty inches high, buff body (Rocking-
ham and white pastes), with bough of ap-
ple blossoms in high relief and natural
colors, in which is a nest of eggs, and
perched on the bough two brown birds of
life size. To this extent the color is un-
derglaze. Subsequently Mrs. Dodd add-
ed an overglaze decoration, by which the
surface is flecked with clouds of gold here
and there, and the neck of the vase en-
riched with a twining wreath of apple
blossoms, and the base with a fringe of
grasses and marsh plants.

The work of Mrs. Nichols is shown in
vases of all sizes, and in wonderful va-
riety of style, for her talents enable her
to throw off work with uncommon ra-
pidity. Among her pieces, during the
last year, has been a succession of vases,
each some thirty inches high. The body
is of Rockingham in some cases, in others
a mixture of Rockingham and white
pastes, giving a soft butf color in some
pieces, in others a rich cream. A ma-
jority of the large pieces of Mrs. Nichols
are Japanese grotesque in design, with
the inevitable dragon coiled about the
neck of the vase, or at its base, varied
with gods, wise men, the sacred mount-
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ain, storks, owls, monsters of the air and
water, bamboo, etc., decorated in high
relief, underglaze color, incised design,
and an overglaze enrichment of gold.
(See Fig. 2.) The large vases are thirty-
two and thirty inches high.

Other pieces of Mrs. Nichols are in the
fine-grained red clays of Ohio, decorated
in incised and rélief work, and#n illu-
mination of dead gold; surface finished
with semi-glaze; also in a mixture of blue
and yellow clays, producing charming
tints of sage green, blue-gray, ete.

It is an interesting commentary upon
the occupations of our women that the
dusty quarters of the manufacture of
iron-stone and Rockingham should be the
point of attraction for so many of the re-
fined and cultivated women of the city.

So much interest has been felt by the
public in the practical work of the Pot-
tery Club, that to avoid inconvenient in-
terruption they decided to give an occa-
sional reception, to which visitors would
be admitted by cards of invitation. The
first of the series was held in May, 1880.
On this occasion not less than two hun-
dred pieces were shown, which, from
their variety of style and excellence of ex-
ecution, formed a most interesting exhibit.

Early in 1878 the first effort in under-
glaze color in the Lambeth style, or, as it
should be called, the ‘‘ Bennett ™ style, was
made by Miss McLaughlin.

* Mr. Bennett’s attitude toward Mr. Doulton is so
respectful and deferential, and in regard to what he
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