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door an abundant supply of fine china 
clay. 

Of this Indiani1 clay Professor E. T. Cox, 
State Geologist ofIndiana, says: "The In­
diana porcelain clay is the very best qual­
ity known to the world for the manufac­
ture of fine porcelain. It is not, properly 
speaking, a kaolin, since the latter is de­
rived fl'om the decomposition of feld­
spathic rocks, and the former is a precipi­
tate from a water solution. It is a new 
mineral, and I have named it ' Indianaite,' 
from Indiana, and ite, a stone (Indiana 
stone). It is found in the greatest abun­
dance three and a half miles north of Hu­
ron, Lawrence County, Indiana." In ad­
dition to this "Indiana stone," a fine 
china clay is now brought here over the 
Sou them Railroad from neal' Chattanooga. 

Professor Cox was appointed one of the 
judges on fictile pl'oducts at the Centen­
nial Exposition, where he had rare oppor­
tunities of comparing the raw material, as 
well as the manufactured products, of the 
United States with those exhibited by 
foreign countries. 

In regard to the" Indianaite," he says: 
" I saw no porcelain clays at the Centen­
nial from other portions of the world 
which were equal to it in color or purity. 
This fact must speak for the future success 
of porcelain manufacture in the V\T est .... 
European potters were much astonished at 
the excellence of American wares. Only 
a few pieces of porcelain were exhibited by 
our potters, but this was enough to show 
our ability to prod.uce fine grades of ware. 
The body and glaze of our iron-stone and 
granite ware was in every way equal, if 
not superior, to that made in England and 
France." 

Professor Cox also says, February, 1878: 
"I have just received a sample of pure 
white silica, in powder, from Perry Coun­
ty, Missouri. It is found there in exten­
sive beds, and may be had at much less 
cost than the white quartz of the New 
England States, which is found in lumps, 
and has to be bnrned and crushed. The 
Missouri silica will save all of this labor, 
and is naturally prepared for use. " 

It is obvious from these statements that 
Ohio i favOl'ably situated for the manu­
facture of fine porcelain, and the econom­
ic value of her common clays is a compen­
sation for the absence of a porcelain clay 
within her borders. 

So great an advance has been made in 
the use of underglaze color within a few 

years in Europe, and especially in Eng­
land, that soft pottery for certain decOl'a­
tive and domestic uses has become pop- . 
ular, and the distance between it and its 
more pretentious sister, porcelain, has been 
lessened. Its perfection of glaze, and the 
consequent pleasure of handling, and the 
richness, depth, and. blended quality of its 
coloring, appeal so pleasantly to the senses 
as to give it a certain superiority aboye 
overglaze work, especially where it is to 
be handled. The Ohio clays are all that 
could be desired for this wide and inter­
esting field of work, and their uses are 
being shown by the potteries of Cincin­
nati. Experiments with the clays long 
used, and with those less known, from ya­
rious parts of the State, with the intro­
duction of new colored glazes which are 
especially needed for delicate incised and 
relief work, the making of new and im­
proyed shapes for table-ware and decOl'a­
tive pieces, show an impulse at the same 
time interesting and encouraging. Dou bt­
less pure porcelain will be made in Ohio; 
but she can well afford, if she chooses, to 
rest her chances of reputation as a centre 
for the production of pottery upon her 
own varied aud beautiful clays. 

The pleasing tints of buff and cream. 
pastes, with the soft, charming blue slip 
made by Frederick Dallas, seem as great 
an improyement among us over the glar­
ing iron-stone, as was the invention, one 
hundred and twenty-five years ago, by 
Josiah Wedgwood, of his cream -color 
(C. C.) body. May we not draw a parallel 
between our own country at this time 
and the condition of England. in respect 
of her pottery, when W edgwoodlifted the 
industry from the low state in which he 
found it? It is true that the English had 
begun to make porcelain at that time, but 
ordinary table-ware was so rude and im­
perfect that the C.C. body of Wedgwood 
was considered an important advance. 

The interest in this part of the country 
is not confined to Cincinnati, but to some 
extent pervades the towns and cities of 
Ohio generally. Ladies from Dayton, 
Hillsboroug'h, and more distant points 
come here for lessons, send to the potter­
ies for clay and " biscuit" ware, and return 
their decorated work for firing and glazing. 
Decorated work is sent here to be fired 
fr~m New York, Iowa, Kentucky, Michi­
gan, Minnesota, and Indiana. The num­
ber of amateurs in the city alone whose 
work is fired at the pottery of F. Dallas 


