STUDIES OF THE GREAT WEST.

often Mr. Murgatroyd will have them and
* the children down in New York for some
winter months; but they both like the
Chateaugay best, and live there on their
great domain just the mnatural, healthy,
honest life that only greatesouls know
how to live, cutting their notch deep into
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their generation, and leaving the world a
better world than they found it. And
the pride which as master would have
wrecked two lives, as servant makes two
lives more honorable, more assured, and
more respected than they would have
been without it.

STUDIES OF THE GREAT WEST.
BY CHARLES DUDLEY WARNER.
VIL—CINCINNATI AND LOUISVILLE.

INCINNATI is a city that has a past.

As Daniel Webster said, that at least
is secure. Among the many places that
have been and are the Athens of America,
this was perhaps the first. As long ago
as the first visit of Charles Dickens to
this country it was distinguished as a
town of refinement as well as cultiva-
tion; and the novelist, who saw little to
admire, though much to interest him in
our raw country, was captivated by this
little village on the Ohio. It was already
the centre of an independent intellectual
life, and produced scholars, artists, writ-
ers, who subsequently went east instead
of west. According to tradition, there
seems to have been early a tendency to
free thought, and a response to the move-
ment which, for lack of a better name, was
known in Massachusetts as transcenden-
talism.

The evolution of Cincinnati seems to
have been a little peculiar in American
life. It is a rich city, priding itself on
the solidity of its individual fortunes and
business, and the freedom of its real prop-
erty from foreign mortgages. Usually
in our development the pursuit of wealth
comes first, and then all other things are
added thereto, as we read the promise.
In Cincinnati there seems to have been
a very considerable cultivation first in
time, and we have the spectacle of what
wealth will do in the way of the sophis-
tication and materialization of society.
Ordinarily we have the process of an un-
cultivated community gradually working
itself out into a more or less ornamented
and artistic condition as it gets money.
The reverse process we might see if the
philosophic town of Concord, Massachu-
setts, should become the home of rich
men engaged in commerce and manufac-
turing. I may be all wrong in my no-

tion of Cincinnati, but there is a sort of
tradition, a remaining flavor of old-time
culture before the town became commer-
cially soimportant as it was before the war.

It is difficult to think of Cincinnati as
in Ohio. I cannot find their similarity
of traits. Indeed,I think that generally
in the State there is a féeling that it is
an alien city; the general characteristics
of the State do not flow into and culmi-
nate in Cincinnati as its metropolis. It
has had somehow an independent life. ‘If
you look on a geologic map of the State,
you see that the glacial drift, I believe it
is called, which flowed over three-fourths
of the State and took out its wrinkles did
not advance into the southwest. And
Cincinnati lies in the portion that was
not smoothed into a kind of monotony.
‘When a settlement was made here it was
a good landing-place for trade up and

“down the river, and was probably not so

much thought of as a distributing and re-
ceiving point for the interior north of it.
Indeed, up to the time of the war, it look-
ed to the South for its trade, and natural-
ly, even when the line of war was drawn,
a good deal of its sympathies lay in the
direction of its trade. It had become a
great city, and grown rich both in trade
and manufactures, but in the decline of
steam-boating and in the era of railways
there were physical difficulties in the way
of adapting itself easily to the new condi-
tions. It was not easy to bring the rail-
ways down the irregular hills and to find
room for them on the landing. The city
itself had to contend with great natural
obstacles to get adequate foothold, and its
radiation over, around, and among the
hills produced some novel features in
business and in social life.

‘What Cincinnati would have been, with
its early culture and its increasing wealth,



