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and although the expenditures were lib-
eral, the college had at the beginning of
1888 a handsome cash balance. The ob-
ject of the college is the development of
native talent, and to evoke this the best
foreign teachers obtainable have been se-
cured. In the departments of the voice,
the piano, and the wviolin, American
youth are said to show special proficien-
cy, and the result of the experiment thus
far is to strengthen the belief that out of
our mixed nationality is to come most
artistic development in music. Free ad-
mission is liberally given to pupils who
have talent but not the means to culti-
vate it. Recognizing the value of broad
culture in musical education, the man-
agers have provided courses of instruc-
tion in English literature, lectures upon
American authors, and for the critical
study of Italian. The college proper has
forty teachers, and as many rooms for in-
struction. Near it, and connected by a
covered way, is the great Music Hall,
with a seating capacity of 5400, and the
room to pack in nearly 7000 people. In
this superb hall the great annual mu-
sical festivals are held: It has a plain in-
terior, sealed entirely in wood, and with
almost no ornamentation to impair its
resonance. The courage of the project-
ors who dared to build this hall for a
purely musical purpose and not for dis-
play is already vindicated. It is no
doubt the best auditorium in the country.
As age darkens the wood, the interior
grows rich, and it is discovered that the
effect of the seasoning of the wood or of
the musical vibrations steadily improves
the acoustic properties, having the same
effect upon the sonorousness of the wood
that long use has upon a good violin. The
whole interior is a magnificent sounding-
board, if that is the proper expression,
and for fifty years, if the hall stands, it
will constantly improve, and have a res-
onant quality unparalleled in any other
auditorium.

The city has a number of clubs, well
housed, such as are common to other
cities, and some that are peculiar. The
Cuvier Club, for the preservation of
game, has a very large museum of birds,
animals, and fishes, beautifully prepared
and arranged. The Historical and Philo-
sophical Society has also good quarters,
a library of about 10,000 books and 44,000
pamphlets, and is becoming an important
depository of historical manuscripts.
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The Literary Society, composed of 100
members, who meet weekly, in commodi-
ous apartments, to hear an essay, discuss
general topics, and pass an hour socially
about small tables, with something to eat
and drink, has been vigorously maintain-
ed since 1848.

An institution of more general impor-
tance is the Free Public Library, which has
about 150,000 books and 18,000 pamphlets.
This is supported in part by an accumu-
lated fund, but mainly by a city tax,
which is appropriated through the Board
of Education. The expenditures for it in
1887 were about $50,000. It has a nota-
bly fine art department. The Library
is excellently managed by Mr. A. W.
‘Whelpley, the librarian, who has in-
creased its circulation and usefulness by
recognizing the new idea that a librarian
is not a mere custodian of books, but
should be a stimulator and director of the
reading of a community. This office be-
comes more and more important now
that the good library has to compete for
the attention of the young with the
‘“cheap and nasty” publications of the
day. Itis probably due somewhat to di-
rection in reading that books of fiction
taken from the Library last year were
only fifty-one per cent. of the whole.

An institution established in many
cities as a helping hand to women is the
Women’s Exchange. The Exchange in
Cincinnati is popular as a restaurant.
Many worthy women support themselves
by preparing food which is sold here over
the counter, or served at the tables. The
city has for many years sustained a very
good Zoological Garden, which is much
frequented except in the winter. Interest
in it is not, however, as lively as it was
formerly. It seems very difficult to keep
a ‘‘zoo” up to the mark in America.

I do not know that the public schools
of Cincinnati call for special mention.
They seem to be conservative schools, not
differing from the best elsewhere, and
they appear to be trying no new experi-
ments. One of the high-schools which I
saw with 600 pupils is well conducted,
and gives good preparation for college.
The city enumeration is over 87,000 chil-
dren between the ages of six and twenty-
one, and of these about 36,000 are report-
ed not in school. Of the 2300 colored
children in the city, about half were in
school. Whenthe Ohio Legislature repeal-
ed the law establishing separate schools



