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for colored people, practically creating 
mixed schools, a majority of the colored 
pal'ents in the city petitioned and obtain­
ed branch schools of their own, with col­
ored teachers in charge. The colored peo­
ple everyw het'e seem to prefer to be served 
by teachers and preachers of their own 
race. 

The schools of Cincinnati ha\'e not 
adopted manual training, but a Technical 
School has been in existence about a year, 
with promise of success. The Cincinnati 
University under the presidency of Gov­
ernor Cox shows new vitality. It is sup­
ported in part by taxation, and is open 
free to all resident youth, so that while 
it is not a part of the public-school sys­
tem, it supplements. it. 

Cincinnati has had a gl'eat many dis­
couragements of late, turbulent politics 
and dishonorable financial failures. But, 
for all that, it impresses one as a solid 
city, with remarkable development in the 
higher civilization. 

In its pliysical aspect Louisville is in 
every respect a contrast to Oincinnati. 
Lying on a plain, sloping gently up from 
the river, it spreads widely in rectangular 
uniformity of streets-a city of broad ave­
nues, getting to be well paved and well 
shaded,with ample spaces in lawns, houses 
detached, somewhat uniform in style, but 
with an air of comfort, occasionally of 
elegance and solid good taste. The city 
has an exceedingly open, friendly, cheel'­
ful appearance. In May, with its abun­
dant foliage and flowery lawns, it is a 
beautiful city: a beautiful, healthful city 
in a temperate climate, sUl'l'ounded by a 
fertile country, is Louisville. Beyond the 
city the land rises into a rolling country 
of Blue-Grass farms, and eastward along 
the river are fine bluffs broken into 
most ad vantageous sites for suburban resi­
dences. Looking northward across the 
Ohio are seen the Indiana" Knobs." In 
high-water the river is a majestic stream, 
covering almost entirely the rocks which 
form the" Falls," and the beds of "cem­
ent" which are so profitably worked. The 
canal, which makes navigation round the 
rapids, has its mouth at Shipping-port 
Island. About. this spot clusters much 
of the early romance of Louisville. Hel'e 
are some of the old houses and the old 
mill built by the Frenchman Tarascon in 
the early part of the century. Here in 
a weather-beaten wooden tenement, still 

standing, Tarascoll offered border hospital­
ity to many distinguished guests; Aaron 
Burr and Blennerhasset were among his 
visitors, and Genera.! Wilkinson, the pro­
jector of the canal, then in command of 
the armies of the United States; and it 
was probably here that the famous" Span­
ish conspil'acy" was concocted. Corn Isl­
and, below the rapids, upon which the 
first settlement of Louisville was made 
in 1778, disappeared some years ago, grad­
ually washed away by the swift rivet'. 

Opposite this point, in Indiana, is the 
village of Clarksville, which has a unique 
history. About 1785 Virginia granted to 
Genel'al George Rogers Clark, the most 
considerable historic figure of this region, 
a large tract of land in recognition of his 
services in the war. When Virginia 
ceded this tel'l'itory to Indiana the town­
ship of Clarksville was excepted from the 
grant. It had been organized with a 
governing board of trustees, self-perpetu­
ating, and this organization still contin­
ues. Clarksville has therefore never 
been ceded to the United States, and if it 
is not an independent community, the 
eminent domain must still rest in the 
State of Virginia. 

Some philosophers say that the charac­
ter of a people is determined by climatp, 
and soil. There is a notion in this regioIl 
that the underlying limestone and the 
consequent succulent Blue-Grass pl'oduce 
a race of large men, fl'ank in manlier, 
brave in war, inclined to oratory and O}'­

namental con \Tersation, women of uncom­
mon beauty, and the finest horses in the 
Union. Of course a fertile soil and good 
living conduce til) beauty ofform and in a 
way to the free graces of life. But the 
contrast of Cincinnati and Louisville in 
social life and in the manner of doing 
business cannot all be accounted for by 
Blue-Grass. It would be very interesting, 
if one had the knowledge, to study the 
causes of this contrast in two cities not 
very far apart. In late years Louisville 
has awakened to a new commercial life, 
as one finds in it a strong infusion of 
Western business energy and ambition. 
It is jubilant in its growth and prosperity. 
It was always a commercial town, but 
with a dash of Blue - Grass leisure and 
hospitality, and a hereditary flavor of 
manners and fine living. Family and 
pedigree have always been held in as high 
esteem as beauty. The Kentuckian of 
society is a great contrast to the Virgin-


