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lications for the blind asylums of the
country. Printing is done here both in
letters and in points, by very ingenious
processes, and the library is aiready con-
siderable. The space required to store a
library of books for the blind may be reck-

oned from the statement that the novel
of Tvanhoe occupies three volumes each

larger than Webster's Unabridged Dic-
tionary. The weekly Sunday-school
Times is printed here. The point writ-
ing consists entirely of dots in certain
combinations to represent letters, and it is
noticed that about half the children pre-
fer this to the alphabet. The preference
is not explained by saying that it is mere-
ly a matter of feeling.

The city has as yet no public parks,
but the very broad streets—from sixty to
one hundred and twenty feet in width—
the wide spacing of the houses in the
residence parts, and the abundant shade
make them less a mnecessity than else-
where. The city spreads very freely and
openly over the plain, and short drives
take one into lovely Blue-Grass country.
A few miles out on Churchill Downs is
the famous Jockey Club Park, a perfect
racing track and establishment, where
world-wide reputations are made at the
semiannual meetings. The limestone re-
gion, a beautifully rolling country, almost
rivals the Lexington plantations in the
raising of fine horses. Driving out to
one of these farms one day, we passed,
not far from the river, the old Taylor
mansion and the tomb of Zachary Tay-
lor. It is in the reserved family bury-
ing-ground, where lie also the remains of
Richard Taylor, of Reyvolutionary mem-
ory. The great tomb and the graves are
overrun thickly with myvrtle, and the se-
cluded irregular ground is shaded by for-
est trees. The soft wind of spring was
blowing sweetly over the fresh green
fields, and there was about the place an
air of repose and dignity most refreshing
to the spirit. Near the tomb stands the
fine commemorative shaft bearing on its
summit a good portrait statue of the hero
of Buena Vista. I liked to linger there,
the country was so sweet; the great river
flowing in sight lent a certain grandeur
to the resting-place, and I thought how
dignified and fit it was for a President to
be buried at his home.

The city of Louisville in 1888 has the
unmistakable air of confidence and buoy-
ant prosperity. This feeling of confi-
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dence is strengthened by the general
awakening of Kentucky in increased im-
migration of agriculturists, and in the
development of extraordinary mines of
coal and iron, and in the railway exten-
sion. But locally the Board of Trade (an
active body of 700 members) has in its
latest report most encouraging figures to
present. Inalmost every branch of busi-
ness there was an increase in 1887 over
1886 ; in both manufactures and trade the
volume of business increased from twen-
ty to fifty per cent. For instance, stoves
and castings increased from 16,574,547
pounds to 19,386,808 ; manufactured tobac-
co, from 12,729,421 pounds to 17,059,006
gas and water pipes, from 56,083,380
pounds to 63,745,216; grass and clover
seed, from 4,240,908 bushels to 6,601,451.
A conclusive item as to manufactures
is that there were received in 1887
951,767 tons of bituminous coal, against
204,221 tons in 1886. Louisville makes
the claim of being the largest tobacco
market in the world in bulk and variety.
It leads largely the nine principal leaf-
tobacco markets in the West. The figures
for 1887 are—receipts, 123,569 hogsheads;
sales, 135,192 hogsheads; stock in hand.
36,431 hogsheads, against the correspond-
ing figures of 62,074, 65,924, 18,972 of its
great rival, Cincinnati. These large
figures are a great increase over 1886,
when the value of tobacco handled here
was estimated at nearly $20,000,000. An-
other great interest always associated
with Louisville, whiskey, shows a like
increase, there being shipped in 1887
119,637 barrels, against 101,943 barrels in
1886. In the Louisville collection dis-
trict there were registered one hundred
grain distilleries, with a capacity of 80,000
gallons a day. For the five years ending
June 30, 1887, the revenue taxes on this
product amounted to nearly $30,000,000.
I am not attempting a conspectus of the
business of Louisville, only selecting
some figures illustrating its growth. Its
manufacture of agricultural implements
has attained great proportions. The rep-
utation of Louisville for tobacco and whis-
key is widely advertised, but it is not
generally known that it has the largest
plough factory in the world. This is one
of four which altogether employ about
2000 hands, and make a product valued
at $2,275,000. In 1880 Louisville made
80,000 ploughs; in 1886, 190,000. The ca-
pacity of manufacture in 1887 was in-



