IN FAR LOCHABER.

creased by the enlargement of the chief
factory to a number not given, but there
were shipped that year 11,005,151 pounds
of ploughs. There is a steadily increas-
ing manufacture of woollen goods, and
the production of the mixed fabric known
as Kentucky jeans is another industry in
which Louisville leads the world, making
annually 7,500,000 yards of cloth, and its
four mills increased their capacity twenty
per cent. in 1887. The opening of the
hard-wood lumber districts in eastern Ken-
tucky has made Louisville one of the im-
portant lumber markets: about 125,000,000
feet of lumber, logs, etc., were sold here
in 1887. But it is unnecessary to partic-
ularize. The Board of Trade think that
the advantages of Louisville as a manu-
facturing centre are sufficiently empha-
sized from the fact that during the year
1887 seventy-three new manufacturing
establishments, mainly from the North
and East, were set up, using a capital of
$1,290,500, and employing 1621 laborers.
The city has twenty-two banks, which
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had, July 1, 1887, $8,200,200 capital, and
$19,927,138 deposits. The clearings for
1887 were $281,110,402—an increase of
nearly $50,000,000 over 1886.

Another item which helps to explain
the buoyant feeling of Louisville is that
its population increased over 10,000 from
1886 to 1887, reaching, according to the
best estimate, 177,000 people. I should
have said also that no city in the Union
is better served by street railways, which
are so multiplied and arranged as to
‘“ correspondences” that for one fare near-
ly every inhabitant can ride within at
least two blocks of his residence. In
these cars, as in the railway cars of the
State, there is the same absence of dis-
crimination against color that prevails in
Louisiana and in Arkansas. And it is an
observation hopeful, at least to the writer,
of the good time at hand when all party
lines shall be drawn upon the broadest
national issues, that there seems to be in
Kentucky no social distinction between
Democrats and Republicans.

FAR LOCHABER.*

BY WILLIAM BLACK.

CHAPTER XIV.
AN EXPEDITION.

HEN Alison looked out next morn-
ing she observed the boy Johnny
engaged in raking smooth the gravel-
path; and she was pleased to see him thus
industriously occupied, and hoped that he
had abandoned the inveterate indolence
which used to possess him. And it seem-
ed hard that just at this moment three
graceless loons, coming along from the
town, should set to work to jeer at John.
‘What offence, if any, he had given them,
she could not make out—partly because
her window was shut, and partly because
the altercation, insulting on the one side
and scornful on the other, was carried on
in Gaelic. It ended by the three of them
making derisive gestures with their fin-
gers, the further to exasperate Johnny;
and then—the tallest of the lads having
picked up a clod of earth and flung it at
him by way of playful farewell—the idle
vagabonds went on.
Johnny regarded his retreating foes
with a gloomy deliberation. They did

not wholly disappear. Alison could see
them indulging in all kinds of horse-play
farther along the road; then they went
down to the edge of the loch, and began
to throw stones at a bit of floating wood.
At the same moment she saw John put
aside his rake and come back to the
house; and as she judged that he had re-
solved to treat these tomfools with proper
contempt, by paying no more heed to
them, she turned to look at the beds of
yellow pansies, and the masses of orange
nasturtiums, and the blue lobelia borders,
which were all very bright and cheerful
in the morning sunlight.

But presently Johnny reappeared; and
she perceived that he had in his hand an
old straw hat. This he left at the gate;
and then—with a furtive look in the di-
rection of his enemies—he stole across
the road, went down the beach, picked up
a large stone, and quickly returned. He
then took that battered old straw hat and
placed it in the middle of the highway—
but with the big stone carefully concealed
inside. That done, he came back to the
garden, shut the gate and locked it, and

* Begun in January number, 1888.
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