THE WESTERN ART MOVEMENT.

marvelous development, its still more marvel-
ous uprising since its destruction fifteen years
ago, are explanation enough, perhaps, for the
preoccupation of its citizens with individual ma-
terial interests. “ What has been done for art ?”
one asks. “ What gifts have you made ?
What facilities for education in art have you
placed within the reach of your people?”
And the answer is, “ Wait. We are young.
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sentative art institution of the city is without
any endowment, and its usefulness is limited
by the want of funds. It hasreceived no large
gifts either of money or collections. Yet the
Art Institute of Chicago is attended in the
course of the year by some four hundred
pupils, and is soon to take possession of a
new building, which with the land represents
a value of two hundred and fifty thousand

LECTURE ROOM, ST. LOUIS MUSEUM.

This ground was cleared of Indians hardly
fifty years ago. Look at our business streets
and avenues of private residences. Remember
our population of three-quarters of a million
and our vast business interests. Remember
that the men whom you meet have been work-
ing night and day for fifteen years to build
this great city up from ashes. Their energies
have been absorbed in material things. The
next generation will have money and time for
something else. Thechangeiscoming;indeed,
it is already felt. In Chicago we act quickly.
The art in the air will materialize into gifts
and endowments, and all at once Chicago will
be the art center, as she is now the business
center, of the West.”

All this is characteristic. The influence of
local pride will count for something. Chicago
will not long allow herself to lag behind St.
Louis and Cincinnati. At present the repre-

dollars. This is the result of a *business man-
agement.” The moneyhasbeen obtained from
gifts, chiefly of a thousand dollars each, from
membership fees, and from loans upon bonds
secured by mortgages on the property. Inter-
est upon thesebondsand the running expenses
are to be met for a time by renting parts of the
building to various societies. Membership fees
and dues are to cover the expenses of exhibi-
tions. The school is dependentuponits tuition
fees. In short, both museum and school are in-
dependent and self-supporting. Thanksto the
prudence of business men, the Art Institute
has maintained itself successfully during the
seven years since its incorporation. Through
the energetic efforts of the president, Mr.
Charles L.. Hutchinson, the credit of the In-
stitute is firmly established, and its future seems
certain even without the outside help which
is needed to increase its usefulness.



