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ABRAHAM LINCOLN A'r CINCINNATI. 

I N the summer of 1857 Mr. Lincoln made 
. his first visit to Cincinnati. He was 

original counsel for the defendant in a 
patent reaper suit pending in the United 
States Circuit Court for Northern Illinois. 
The argument of the case was adjoul'lled 
to Cincinnati, the home of Judge McLean, 
at his suggestion and for his accommoda­
tion. 

Mr. Lincoln came to the city a few days 
before the argument took place, and re­
mai Iled during his .stay at the house of a 
friend. The case was one of large impor­
tance pecuniarily, and in the law questions 
involved. Reverdy Johnson represented 
the plaintiff. Mr. Lillcoln had prepared 
himself with the greatest care; his ambi­
tion was up to speak in tbe case, and to 
measure swords with the renowned law­
yer from Baltimore. It was understood 
between his client and himself before bis 
coming that Ml'. Harding, of Philadelphia, 
was to be associated with him in the case, 
and was to make the" mechanical argu­
ment." Mr. Lincoln was a little surpris~d 
and annoyed, after reaching bere, to learn 
that his client had. also associated witb 
him Mr. Edwin·M. Stanton, of Pittsburgh, 
and a lawyer of our own bar, the reason 
assigned being .that .the importance of the 
case required a man of the experience and 
power of Mr. Stanton to meet Mr: John­
son. The Cincinnati: lawyer' was ap­
poiu.ted ' , for his local infi.u·ence." These 
reasons did not remove the slight convey­
ed in the 'employment, without consulta­
tion with him, of this 'additional counsel. 
He :keenly felt it, but acquiesced. The 
triaJ of the case cam.e on; the counsel for 
defense met each morning f<;>r consulta­
tion . On one of these occasions one of 
the counsel mO.ved.that only two of .them 
should speak in the case. .This motion 
was acquiesced in.' It had always been 
understood that Mr. Harding was to speak 
to explain the mechanism of the reapers. 
So this motion excluded either MI'. Lin­
coln· or MI'.· 'Stanton from ' speaking­
which? By the custom of the bar, as be: 
tween counsel of equal :standing, and in 
the absence of any action of the client, 
the original counsel. speaks. By this rule 
Mr. Lincoln had precedence . . Mr. Stan­
ton suggested to Mr. Lincoln to make the 
speech. Mr. Lincoln answered, "No; dQ 
you speak." Mr. Stanton promptly re­
plied, " I will," and, taking up his hat, . 

said he would go and make preparation. 
MI'. Lincoln acquiesced in this, but was 
deeply grie,ed and mortified; he took but 
little more interest in the case, thougb re­
maining until the conclusion of the trial. 
He seemed to be greatly depressed, and 
gave evidence of that tendency to melan­
choly which so marked his character. His 
parting on leaving the city can not be for­
gotten. Cordially shaking the hand of his 
bostess, he said: ' , You have made my stay 
here most agreeable, and I am a thousand 
times obliged to you; but in reply to your 
request for me to come again I must say 
to you I never expect to be in Cincinnati 
again. I have nothing against the city, 
but things have so happened here as to 
make it undesirable for me ever to return 
here." 

Thus untowardly met tbe first time Mr. 
Lincoln and Mr. Stanton. Little did ei­
ther then suspect · that they were to meet 
again on a larger theatre, to become the 
chief actors in. a great historical epoch. 

While in the city he visited its lions, 
among other places of interest the grounds 
and conservatories of the late Nicholas 
Longworth, then living. The meeting of 
these ·remarkable men is worthy of a pass­
ing note.- Nor can it be given without 
allusion. to. their dress and bearing. :Mr. 
Lincoln' entered the open yard, with tow­
ering form and ungainly gait, dressed 'in 
plain clothing crit too small. His hands 
and feet seemed to be growing out of their 
environment, ' conspiquously seen ' from . 
their .uncommon ·size. _ Mr. Longworth 
happened at the time to be near the en~ 
trance, engaged in weeding the shrubbery 
by the walle. His alert eye 'quickly ob~ 
served the coming of a person of unusual 
appearance. He rose and confrop:ted him'. 

"'iVill 'a stranger be permitteCl .to walk 
thro.\1gh your grounds and conservato­
ries?" inquired Mr. Lincoln. 

"Y-e-s," haltingly, balf unconsciously, 
was the reply, so fixed was the gaze of Mr. 
Longworth. . 
.' As they stood thus face to face the COll­

b'ast was striking, so short in stature was 
the' one that he se'emed scarcely to reach 
the elbow of the other. · If the dress of 
Mr. Lincoln seemed too small for him, the 
otber seemed lost in the baggy bulkiness 
of his costume; the overfiowing sleeves 
concealed the hands, and the extremities 
6f the pantaloons were piled ' in heavy 


