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Last Friday I was on the side-
walk outside of the Aronoff Center
when [ was accosted by a repre-
sentative from Procter and
Gamble. She was shoving a sam-
ple-sized package of tissues into
my personal space while enthusi-
astically proclaiming something
about “enchanted pillows.” (I can
only imagine that such a product
will elevate the experience of
weathering the common cold to
the level of Nirvana.)

I walked away wondering if any-
one else in this city would find it
ironic that it's perfectly legal for
corporate representatives to inter-
rupt a peaceful evening with their
consumerist clamor, but it’s
against the law for an individual to
ask for money to buy some food or
for bus fare home. I personally find P&G’s
“enchanted pillow” free sample blitz a
deterrent to my enjoying our city far more
than what the city has dubbed “panhan-
dling.”

It seems to me that some in the African-
American community complain a bit too
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— Letter from Cathy L. Hale regarding local
efforts to curb panhandling (JJan. 3)
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much about white racism.
Racism exists. Its negative
impact and influence have
caused a lot of pain and suf-
fering for many, many peo-
ple. Still, ’'m beginning to
wonder if many complaints
alleging racism are nothing
more than excuses for not
taking responsibility for self.
At the same time, it seems to
me that some in the white
community are unwilling to
even consider that some
things are really in need of
change.
— Letter from .Jerome Manigan
responding to a CityBeat edito-
rial looking back on 2001
and looking ahead (Jan. 17)

Bureaucracies always seem to be more
interested in the process of decision-mak-
ing than in the actual decisions or actions
themselves. And CAN certainly seems — in
deeds, not words — to have been formed
for the purpose of having meetings rather
than for the purpose of bringing fundamen-
tal change to Cincinnati.

— Editorial on the Community Action
Now (CAN) commission’s lack of
efforts and results (Jan. 24)
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SQUINT: Photographs of life in Greater Cincinnati can be submit-
ted for use in this feature. Non-returnable slide duplicates or prints
(color or black & white) should be sent to CityBeat, attn: Sean
Hughes. Please include a date/place caption for each photo.

Welcome to Her Jungle

Follow one of the most influential scientists of the 20th century
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in Jane Goodall’s Wild Chimpanzees exhibit and OMNIMAX®
film. Venture into the remote African jungle with Dr. Goodall to
study chimps in their natural surroundings. Marvel at Jane’s
affection for these animals and her commitment to their survival.
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